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of electricity to the treatment of pathological condition?, including 
chapters on its surgical uses, by John Chalmers Da Costa; its use in 
ophthalmology, by Edward Jackson ; in diseases of the nose, throat, 
and ear, by W. Scheppegrell; in gynecology, by F. H. Martin, and in 
dermatology, by Ohmann-Dumesnil. X-ray therapy is considered in 
all its most recent aspects. , 

These two volumes form a most complete, accurate, and up-to-date 
presentation of electrical science in its relation to medicine, and as such 
must possess the greatest value to all medical men, whether they have 
electrical appliances or not. No physician can afford to ignore the vast 
and constantly increasing part which electricity is taking in the study 
and treatment of disease, and in-these books the sum of our knowledge 
is readily obtainable in an interesting manner. F. K. P. 


Essentials of the Diseases of Children. By William M. Powell, 
M.D. Third edition. Thoroughly revised by Alfred Hand, Jr., M.D., 
Dispensary Physician and Pathologist to the Children's Hospital, Phila¬ 
delphia. 12mo., 259 pages. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders 
&Co. 

The third edition of this useful volume has been amended and 
revised so that it fully maintains its standing as a compend of the 
science of pediatrics. The revision has been ably conducted so as to 
retain the character which has caused the book to become popular and 
yet to introduce into it all that recent progress has made necessary. 

J G. 1>1. C. 


Practical Hygiene. For Students and Practitioners of Medicine and 
Medical Officers. By Charles Harrington, M.D., Assistant Professor 
of Hygiene in Harvard Medical School, Boston. In one very handsome 
octavo volume of 718 pages, with 105 engravings, and 12 full-page plates 
in colors and monochrome. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1901. 

The first two hundred pages of this work are devoted by the author 
to a consideration of foods. He takes up severally the meats, vegetables, 
fruits, wines, beers, spirits, etc., that enter into diet generally, and 
studies them from the physiological and hygienic side, treating also of 
their toxic properties under certain conditions. _ 

The important subjects of the transmission of disease by meat, fash, 
milk, and the importance of proper regulations in regard to meat 
inspection and slaughtering are given most full treatment. 

Under the heading of cases illustrative of poisoning by fish and 
meats, the author cites many interesting cases of epidemics of poisoning 
due either to direct bacterial poisoning or to the toxins already formed 
before ingestion of the food. The question of milk as a factor in the 
spread of disease is particularly interesting, and is dealt with very 
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fully. The various adulterations of food products are also discussed, 
and the chemical and physical means for their detection. 

Under the chapter devoted to air the author takes up the study of 
the composition of the air, the changes that occur in it from natural as 
well as from artificial causes, the effects of bad air, and the part played 
by it as a carrier of infection. In addition there is considerable space 
devoted to the examination of air, the determination of the amount of 
carbolic acid, carbon monoxide, aqueous vapor, and bacteria. In 
studying the soil as a factor of diseases, the author is most clear and 
interesting in his statements. 

Many diseases which formerly were considered as soil diseases have 
been proved to have but an indirect relation at most, and perhaps even 
no connection whatever to it. To quote the author on this subject: 
“ Our actual knowledge of the relation of soil to disease amounts in 
brief to this: that surface dampness is favorable to the development of 
certain diseases, as rheumatism, neuralgias, and affections of the respira¬ 
tory tract; that the soil is the home of many species of organisms, some 
of which ore pathogenic, and offers under certain favorable conditions 
at least temporary asylum to others. 

“ But the preponderance of evidence thus fur goes to show that 
under normal conditions the soil is more likely to prove hostile than 
hospitable to most of the infective agents with which we are well 
acquainted.” 

Under water the author takes up a thorough study of the classifica¬ 
tion of waters, and their hygienic values for drinking purposes, the 
substances found in water, the various sources of supply, the methods 
of filtration on large and small scales, the disorders connected with 
organic pollution, and the most important question of the influence of 
water in carrying infections, especially those of typhoid fever and 
cholera—the two diseases, epidemics of which have been most conclu¬ 
sively traced to infected water supplies. 

Various examples illustrative of the part played by water in causing 
epidemics of typhoid fever are quoted, witn the abrupt improvements 
instituted by the adoption of filtration methods. It is interesting to 
note that the introduction of sauitary measures with a view to control 
the dreadful outbreaks of cholera in India are handicapped, and, 
indeed, rendered almost impossible because of their conflict with the 
religious customs of centuries, which demand that the natives shall 
drink water which may have previously been bathed in by large 
numbers of people as well as used as a wash-tub for filthy clothing and 
a burial-place for dead bodies. 

The values of chemical and bacteriological examinations of water 
are discussed and. the disappointing results mentioned in not finding 
pathogenic germs in water known to be the cause of disease. Consider¬ 
able space is given to the study of habitations, schools, etc., with the 
problems of heating, ventilation, and plumbing and the disposal of 
sewage and garbage. 

The following tjvo chapters are devoted to the subjects of disinfect¬ 
ants and disinfection, quarantine and the quarantine laws. 

The author gives a considerable space to the discussion of formalde¬ 
hyde which has recently come into such general use as a disinfectant, 
giving the methods of use, the various kinds of apparatus in use, the 
germicidal properties, and the conditions favoring its action, together 
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with the details of the quantities per cubic foot necessary for thorough 

dl >inttar\”aml naval hygiene os well ns tropical hygiene have become 
matters of unusual importance since the beginning of our war, and the 
acquisition of new territory. Under these heads the author takes up 
consideration of the examination of recruits, clothing of soldiers, their 
food, the diseases common to them, the study of the location of posts 
and camp 3 , the ventilation and general hygiene on shipboard, ana the 
rules that should be adopted to preserve health and avoid epidemics in 
tropical countries for civilians as well as for soldiers. . 

Chapters on hygiene of occupation, vital statistics, personal hygiene, 
vaccination, and disposal of the dead complete the work. PrachcaZ 
Ilvaienc should prove a valuable work to students, medical officers, and 
general practitioners, and a book of reference in all things pertaining 
to sanitary matters. . 

The author states in his preface that he has advisedly left out a 
chapter on elementary bacteriology, which has commonly been intro¬ 
duced of late into works on hygieue, claiming—we think, justly—that 
that subject is distinct in itself and generally taught either separately or 
in connection with pathology. J. N. xi. 


Rudiments of Modern Medical Electricity, Arranged in the Form 
of Questions and Answers Prepared Especially for Students of 
Medicine. By S. II. Mon ell, M.D. Pp. 1G5. New York: Edward 
R. Pel ton, 1D00. 

This little hook is intended as a quiz eompend to supply medical 
students with the essential facts regarding the uses of electricity in 
medicine. We think it is very adequately adapted for that purpose, 
although, of course, not answering the uses of the larger text-books on 
medical electricity. A number of well-executed illustrations accom¬ 
pany the text. C - 


A Reference Handbook of the Medical Sciences. Embracing the 
Entire Range of Scientific and Practical Medicine and Allied Science by 
Various Writers. A new edition completely revised and rewritten. 
Edited by Albert II. Buck, M.D. Vol. I. New York : William Wood 
& Co. 

It is with somewhat the same feeling of pleasure with which one 
greets an old friend that it becomes our privilege to review the first two 
volumes of the new edition of the Reference Handbook of the Medical 
Sciences. We know of no undertaking of its kind which reflects more 
credit upon the publishers and the authors than this encyclopedic work. 
The individual articles are the work of men of recognized authority in 
the various subjects of which they treat. Each of the articles which 
appeared in the former edition has been so carefully edited and 
brought up to date that they all are practically rewritten. The many 
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new subjects brought forward during the years which have elapsed 
since the Reference Handbook was first published are adequately treated 
of, and in a careful search we have been unable to find anything of 
real value in the recent progress of medicine which should have been 
included, left out. 

One of the most valuable series of articles in the first volume is 
that which deals with the various matters appertaining to the army 
medical service. Among the authors dealing with these important 
topics we find such authorities as Surgeon-General Sternberg, Colonel 
Charles Smart, Captain Edward L. Munson, and Dr. Anita Newcomb 
McGee. 

In the second volume, probably the most noteworthy contributions are 
those dealing with the brain and blood, Dr. W. W. Keen contributing 
the article on cerebral surgery, and Dr. M. Allen Starr that on the 
diagnosis of local brain lesions. The anatomy and histology of the brain 
are very thoroughly discussed by Dr. Burt. G. Wilder, and his work is 
rendered of particular value by the accurate and clear illustrations by 
which it is accompanied. The articles on the blood are valuable for 
their thoroughness and the care With which all the most recent methods 
of blood examination are detailed. Drs. Canmc and Hektoen have 
elaborated their work on this subject so as to make it of the greatest use 
to all those who may find occasion to consult this book as a guide in 
their laboratory work. The two volumes cover the letter A and a large 
part of the letter C. An important feature which renders the Reference 
Handbook of especial value is that all of the leading articles are signed 
by their authors. F. R. P. 


A System of Practical Therapeutics. By Eminent American and 
Foreign Authorities. Edited by Hobart Amory Hare, M.D., Professor 
of Therapeutics, Jefferson Medical College; Physician to Jefferson Medical 
College Hospital, etc., Philadelphia. New (second) edition, thoroughly 
revised. In three handsome octavo volumes, containing 2593 pages, with 427 
engravings and 2G full-page colored plates. Philadelphia and New York: 
Lea Brothers & Co., 1901. 

The medical profession is already familiar with Hare’s System of 
Practical Therapeutics , which was published ten years ago. In this 
edition nearly half the chapters are entirely new, and the remaining 
articles have undergone a most thorough revision. Among those sub¬ 
jects which have thus demanded new presentation may be mentioned 
diabetes mellitus, diphtheria and spasmodic croup, scarlet fever, measles, 
rotheln and varicella, typhoid fever, croupous and catarrhal pneu¬ 
monia, dengue, influenza, acute articular rheumatism, and tonsillitis, 
mumps and diseases of the mouth, diseases of the liver and gall-bladder, 
tuberculosis, rickets, scurvy, the diseases of pregnancy, parturition and 
the puerperium, fractures and dislocations, antisepsis and asepsis, anaes¬ 
thetics, minor surgery and bandaging, disinfection, mineral springs, 
Swedish movements and massage. 

The first volume of the System contains twenty contributions on 
remedial measures other than drugs: prescribing, preventive medicine, 
and the treatment of diathetic and nutritive diseases. 



